Text 1
EU REPORT ON SOCIAL SERVICES OF GENERAL INTEREST

Generally, health and social services play a significant role in the economies and
societies of the EU Member States. They meet essential social needs, generate
employment on a large scale and contribute significantly to GDP. Yet, at the
moment, their importance varies widely across the EU. Their economic, social and
employment potentials are clearly underdeveloped in certain Member States. Public
perceptions show that, as a result, social needs are insufficiently met and
expectations are frustrated.

Text 2
THE EUROPEAN ANTI-POVERTY NETWORK

In spite of the overall wealth of the European Union (EU), poverty in the EU is still
at a relatively high level. Nearly 1 in 7 people are at risk of poverty. The figures are
even higher for some groups such as children and older people. This is a direct
attack on people's fundamental rights, limits the opportunities they have to achieve
their full potential, brings high costs to society and hampers sustainable economic
growth. Poverty also reflects failures in the systems for redistributing resources and
opportunities in a fair and equitable manner.

Text 3
PEOPLE IN POVERTY AND VULNERABLE SITUATIONS

People are in a vulnerable situation when their personal well-being is put at risk
because they lack sufficient resources, are at risk of being in debt, suffer poor
health, experience educational disadvantage and live in inadequate housing and
environment. One of the problems with discussing poverty is clarifying what it
means and how it can be defined. Within the current debate at EU level, poverty is
generally divided into two types, absolute or extreme poverty and relative poverty.



Text 4
EU COMMISSION'S DISABILITY STRATEGY

One in six people in the European Union — around 80 milion — have a disability that
ranges from mild to severe. Over one third of people aged over 75 have disabilities
that restrict them to some extent. These numbers are set to rise as the EU
population grows progressively older. Most of these people are all too often
prevented from fully participating in society and the economy because of physical
or other barriers, as well as discrimination.

Text 5
WHAT IS MENTAL HEALTH?

Mental health is not just the absence of mental disorder. It is defined as a state of
well-being in which every individual realizes his or her own potential, can cope with
the normal stresses of life, can work productively and fruitfully, and is able to make
a contribution to her or his community. Instead of providing care in large psychiatric
hospitals, countries should integrate mental health into primary health care, provide
mental health care in general hospitals and develop community-based mental
health services.

Text 6
AGE DISCRIMINATION

What is age discrimination and who suffers from it? If a prejudice against a person
or group of people on the grounds of their age becomes the driving force behind a
decision, it is considered age discrimination. Although typically associated with the
older generations, discrimination can happen to people of all ages. It can involve
being passed over for a job or promotion on the grounds that you are too young or
because an employer thinks you are too old to do a certain job.



